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Preface

This volume is e teauls of a cewnreing and sizeakls
enlargment of my essav. "'Fer una crilica aelldeclepia
architettonics, published in the petiedical Canrre-
pigng 11960, no 1Y

Imimediately after che pubhication of that o ma-oar
e ol lesa violeat stands were Lalan in fesand weils
Lheses. To Linese | have abways avoided rezponcing
Jirectly, not 20 much cut of a lack of respoct Far ey
srities, s Foe reasome whbéch rmmast ngewe oF necessibe b
clarifird s and Far all, The esay pubhsiae in Cox
rropiano—in a Jdeliberawly suounare s sketcloe
[orri—casried Lo their exlieme conssquences those
hypotheses already expressed in my Lecrie 2 staris
Aellgrchitetivre, Rereading she history of madern
architecture in the light of meshods nffered by an
idenlugin:a] criticiant, undersbood io the sleicses: ddavsis.
acceplance of the leom, counld, six years ago, Jurnish
only a frame of reference for Jurther examination, ac.d
only a partial and circumstantial snalysis of individeal
problems The joucnal chat publisncad this cesey fandd
others by weself and by collragues worcing along =
same Lines) was so cleavly defined inoas oulocal histury
and pacticular line of thought and interests. that cne
would have supposed that many equivecal interpzela-
Hesrs 1'.|i:g|'||: e pror bhave heen awoicdicd
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This woas nest thre ca=e. By isolating thear hiter tural
prublmas tressted Fron ehe theceetical cookest oF the
pnnnal, the way was found o cunsider sy essaw an
apocalypeic prophecy, “the expressian of renumcia-
lion, the ultimate proncuncerment of the *"death of
architectuse.

And yed, whist in ] 268 1967 was vy a workang
hypuothesis became—espacially will: the research car-
cied on at the Llislorical Iostitute of the Inslitule of
Architecture of the University of Yenize—something
spﬂ:i_—if:ii:. cnriched, and defined 2o ma n of its basis
principle. The relatioreship Tetwoerm the hisoerical
avanl-garde movemerds and the metoopoliz, Lhe sela-
lioniships between intelleciual werk and capilalist
development, reseaiches on Crerman sociolopy of the
carly fwentieth contary, onidiolagy and the planning
'|'I-1'.H|:'|‘i.| o pf fhe Soeveiet Dlnigm, un the sncial-decoea 1atic:
adrniniahation wk the city, sz atchitecture and Aweri-
can cities, and on e building cyvcle, have bees the ob-
ject of a collaboradve program of study, and one very
far indeed from pretending to have arrived at any Frm
and dr_:-gm.aﬁ.:' conehasicons.

Publishing muw ar 1975 the Ergelal edibion of the
bosake® Lased 13y iy essay 0nf 1980, 1 maoze Lhan anyone
vealize the ground since covered, the changes of judg-
ment made necessary by more accuraie inveetigasion,
and thae woakneuses oF those First hvpotheses, B oseens
b me. herwewer, Bhat on the sehole those borptisoes
lave sloced up, and that the a2 ieoend can e be

1 The crlemal sdalizm af <pls bosl, eqliHed Frege'ba e Liinno, woas guklivhed ™
[wnne-3 1595 by Taberza, Rari.
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develooed an the basis ol analysis and dacumeniaticn.
atwd nol merely an the basis of principles

Ln order to discuss shose prinziples, howewer, Tris
necessary bo cntor into the fickd of palitical theome oy
this mas hoen |;]|_'1.r|,'~'|q:-'|'r-e'|J baar the rncest aelvinrns wed shudies
of Macsiat thivae it Foon 1950 o Lhe peesese, 1deo.ogi-
<al crilicisom cannol be separaled [1em this context. It is
an inkepTal pact of it, and all the merg s wher it s con-
seicnis 1% ik g Llimiss and it own srihore oF ackion.

I shauld be stabed Dmcoed iatels that the el
avalyais ok the basic priseiples of conteopovaty accki-
tectural ideclogy does ool pretend Lo have any “eva-
luticsnary'” aivee What ie of interest here is the precize
identification of those sasks whish capitalist devidop
ment has takon avwey trom architectere, Thas te bo say,
what it has taken awav in peneral fyam idealasical pre-
figuration. ¥¥ith this, cne ie led almeos: antomatically ta
the discovery of what may well be the drama of ar-
chitectare seday: that iz, o sec architectuce chliged =
Teburm to pure aeckitesbure, fo Form without atopia; in
the hest cases, ke sublirne wselessnesn, To the dacepee
atternpts Lo wive archileciure an idealogical dress, | chall
always preler the sincerity of those who have the
COMCIER to speaw of that silent and outdategd ™ puaris™
ewven 3F this, feo, =Hll Rarbors an wdeological inspitatam.
pathetio ity anach ronism.

FPavadusically, the mew sasks wiven b avclideclurs are
samething beaides ur beynnd archilecluze. In recopniz-
img this situation, which I mmean te corroborate histari-
cally, T am cxpressing nex regrot, hut neither am 1 naak
ing an apocilypie proplecy. B reeest, becauss wlias
{he rule of a discipline ceases Lo exist, i Loy o slep the
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camrse of things i enly regrossive utepia, and of the
wrrst ki, B prophiecy, beeanse the process is actu
ally takirue place datle betoes sur epees, Ao tor those

o observe the per-

r-u".ﬁ'.".:.rl.,ﬁ =1 iki.rl.;.; |'.:|-.:r:|f_ it is Erl.li.ll.I.EJ'l
cenlage of archileciural praduales ceally exercizing Lhal
prefession

Alsn, threre s the Fact that this decline within the
proskessiun priwer bas s et tesulbed ta correspond
ing tosuiutionally delined zole Too Lhe wechricians
charged with boilding activity. For this ceason ane is
lelt Lo nevigate in emnpiy space. i which amvlhing can
happee but nothing is desisive,

Thiz diees reons aoear that a Tueid awaareness ot thae
presend situation is not necesdary. Aut the abjactive of
finding this instlulionally delined role cannat be
achieved by presenting illusory hopes. And note that it
is an objectve whizh is stll ambiguenus in itsclf, Doing,
AW weith gusdatecd 1'n1_.rr|': s, nme |:'|-'r‘|':1'i1'|':_|,' docs nos sore
i the architeceural buckam arce 1ay of an altereakive,
uf a techonlazy "ol the wnrking class.

[declogy is nseless o capilalist develapmen:. jusl as
it is damaging from the working-clazs point of viewr
After the studics of Fortini in VYerificz dei paterd, and
thiose of T'r|_1;n1'i_, Avpr Ressn, and Cacdar, T Feel i 51
merflumas fo burn agais ko Gierren Tleoiogy w1 dernen
atrate thus Facs O coucae, once the waork ol deslogical
cTilicismm has been completed, these remains Lhe prok-
lem of Geciding what instcuments af koowledge might
ket im mrd'i::l:rh' 1=vkul e thae '|'|-;_'||i|'i-:'.:| .‘\.I‘FIJII_I;E.IE'. 1t ix fre
cisely here that coy discnarse meat end, but cerlainly

nut Ty chindos.
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From the criticism ofF idralagy it is neessary to pass
an o the apalysis of the hehniguees of progsaming and
of the ways in which these technigues actually affect
the vital celagivnships of producticn. Thac s e say, we
musl proceed ta analyees that, in the field of building
activisics, arc only tmday breing artemptid with th
nreecsary precision and ceherence, Tor thoae anaiou by
serking arenperative criticizon. [ ean anly wespond wilh
art imvitacivn to teansEomin themeelves inlo analysts of
sulne precisely defined econotmic seclar, each with ac
eve [ixed on bringing logether capitalist develapment
and the processes of reorpanization and corsnlidatiae
eof the working 1 Tass.

In reaprect oo such Llasks <his kool is anly a prologue.
Apnd given the surmmmacy wav in which the problems are
deliberately treated. it iz but a hiztorical auskne -t has
been worsced over and verificed in only some of it- parts.
It will be NCCCESTY 70 550 bowondd this, but in the mean
timne T Feel 3t not whelly useless b present this franme-
wosrk ooF a h.'_u."[.n.:-rhrﬁlﬁ-. wehiich I .|‘||.'|l|'|.i.|'|.g alge [[ars its
awi formal corpleleness. And il would sleeady be 2
result, U such a hyvpothesiz vore to contribute to -en
dl:-:l:an; AgTCrmMLnt: and diu:l_ﬁrl*-c'ml::ntx CRICAFI LEHELSL I =

and Tadical.
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1 Reason’s Adventures:
Naturalism and the City in the
Century of the Enlightenment

To ward oFF arenish by aedezatanding and absocbiag
its causes wolld g 1o be one al e principal ethical
exigencies abf boungeois art. 1L oaclers ittle il the con-
Flicla, contradiclions, and lacerations that menetate his
anguish are temporarily reconciled by means of o cam
plex mechanism, or if, through conteaplative satalio-
tion, catharsis 15 achisved.

Tine whole phenomenolaey of bouregeais angnieh lics
in Ahe “iree” conlemplation of deetiny it is impossible
noz 1o be confronted continually with thre prespectives
opened wp by that Erecdom. Tn this fragic comPrimtation
it i=im p-q_'ﬂ.':-;'il‘.-h' rsat o prermartuate Tl s pwlem:e b
shick. The shouk dezived from the experience of the
metzopolis. which [ shall oy o analyze in this baok, is
in itself a way of rendcering anguish “acrive. Wunch's
Srreanr dready cxpressed the necesioy nf o bridgs
betwrcen she absobzte “emphness” of the iodividual,
vapable of expressisg himaell ondy by a conliacled
shoneme. and the passivity of calleclive Sehavior,

[Lis mol just by chance that the metropolis, the place
of absolute alicnation. is at thevery conter of vaniern ns
the avant-gacde.

[ reamn the Hiowe the capeealize syatem dizsl needed e
repregenl s awn atguish—in order Lo continue ta [unc-
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o, seassucing itsell with that ' virile chjectvity™” dis-
cussed by Max Weber—iceology was able to bridge ine
gap betwern the ewigonecies of the Bourgeais ethic and
1‘]1-:,' TV T |_1|.: Nl‘t'l".‘t'\iit'l.l'.

In this bonk 1will alse v 4o aulline the slages by
which compengation in the heavens of ideolopy coazd
to ke of use

The boursceis trebellectual' s obligation 4o exiat can be
seei an the nperalivaness bis [unction assumes as a
“social” mission. Among the members of the intellec-
tual “avant-garde” there cxists a sort of tacit under-
Etrl;nn;ling -:_'r_:-nn:'l,"rnfr'.ﬁ their Psition, anid the rnere ar
tern pt L experge M arouses a chorus of Sndignane pro-
lesls. lndeed, culture has identified its own function as
mediator in such ideclogical termys chat—all individual
gesod Faith akide itk running has ress hed the point
whete it hapxases the Surons af disputation and protest
wpud kg oewn praducts. The higher the seblimaliar of
the conflicts on a formal plane, the more hidden the
cultural and eecial structures actually cxpressesd by that
sublimation,

Attavk i the sublect of architectueal ideuloey Froum
this point of view means Loying o explain why Lhe ap-
parently most functional proposals Eor the rearganiza-
ticn of this sector of capitalist development bave had to
sufcer the most humiliatine frastrations—why the can
be presented even taday as purely objective praposals
dewvaid ol any class connalation, or as mere “alter-
natives.” or even a5 poinls of direcl clash between
intellertaals and :'.ﬂ]'.ﬁfa[.

Bt shumald boe sbabed frommecdiabely that | du rod believe ot
tor be by mere chance that many of 1he newe and recent
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ideas on architecture have been gleaned from an s.c-
cuTake terxamination of the erigine of the histerical
avartt-watde crwavarnents, Cauong Back bo these nnigins.
sitwated precisely in thal pevicd when bousgeais ieal-
opy and intellectual anticipation were intimatelr con-
prcteed, the entire cecle of medem anchitecture can ke
vieweed an a unitary develnpment. This maskes it moesi
bile to consikler globally the Cormation o anchitec: crel
ideclagies and, in particular, their implications Jar the
city.

Bt it will b nevessary bo recognize also the unikary
character of the eycle underpone by bouizesis cullure,
In other words, it will be necessary to continnal.y beaz
in mind the entice picire of its develapment.

Tt is significant that svetematic research on Enlight-
rament act hitevture has been abhle foidentFe, meoa
purely idesloeical level, 3 gieat marse oF the centeador
gons thal in diverse [orns accompany +he course ol
COTULETOTALY AL,

The Farmaticm of the arckiteet as an idrelogtst of
suciety: the sndividuslication oF the areas o inkerven
ton propes 1o ol planoing: the parauagve rele of Foom
in regard Lo Lhe public and Lhe sell-crilical vale al ferm
in regard to its own prablems and development, the iz-
secooiationship and opposition—at the leve] af formal
renetars bi—between archibecnaral “object’” and wrban
orpanizalion: these are Lhe consiantdy recurrent themes
of she 'Enlightenment dialectic” on architectuse.

When in (753 Lavgicr ennnsiated his theories of u-
bran design. oFFiz ially initiating Enlightenment ar b

tectural thenre. his words vevealsd o swokold inspira
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a natural phenomenon Cin the other, that of going
bryunul any o petord idira of urkan orgamization by
appleog b the city the Foemal dimengims of the ass-
thetic of Lthe wicturesque. Laueier declared:

W hoewer knows how to design a park well will have ne
diFFiculby in trising the plac For tne '|'.||.|i||:5=.nj'.|; 0o etk
avcusiding b its wiven area amd sitoatiaon. Thers most b
squares. cLosdrnads, and streets. Theve must be rege-
larily and Jantasy, relalionships and oppaosilicns, and
casnal, unexposted clements tﬁnt ATy tﬁe SOOIV ETEdt
crder in the dl'-‘l':l'i]x_, Ean Fl,llii-\',_'l.".l UraT, amct r',:muff in
the whiole

Lavgier's words are a penelrating summary af the
formal realivy of the eighreenth-contury ity Mo longree
atcherypal sehemes of order, but instead the acceptanee
wk the antiperspen tivie character of the urhan space.
And eveny his eebeience 1o the park has new sizniti
catice: it ils variety, the naluce that is now called npon
to form part of the urban situcture does aveay with that
cIm -:'-rrinE rh4'+-;:1ri-:'::| and didactec natoralivm shat had
duninated the rpasedic comtinmisy nf Barague Lappsn.
T e sevanseenih o the mid-eishbesodh centuoy.

Frus Laugier's call 1o naluralisi is an appeal g Lhe

LML A Coogie:, Ces vahene w0 VArchoeature, The Hegue 175, pp.
ALE=3L3. Mo, homeyer, the thee e cived, ok o wdeas Laugize had ed-
wanged carles In hle Cazsi fmi PAresitaiined. Dais L7538 tpp. 238— iS50, Un
Tangir zen I8 Harmz-= Laugier and Dipbteewth Cpntury Dpock Toozon
Twemmer. lardnn 1502 Tres o= qoir=on becwwen 1 aopier’s b ame =V anning
theizrira amil ¥=a e~ Swpnn a=d Gearpe Dasee, [r, FarTondan 4 wers
imterenbryn Ol kns ma: [ Dvnmm, Lanidan ssod” Plesmnitieder 'minrcea, swilh
the Secenre 2o PrblBod Mownijicnze Landes 1008 B Hugpe=Pruns.
Tracdfze Dane e teusee 2 Dol AEA— 130N draene! 2 A
freat ~F Aeekaepnee! Higlnetane Wi 157 o 4 edrs Tany iCazzurecte
and N Skeand, Searge Renes Acciedonn 17341875, Paber & Zaws Landon
TN Tre St cnntribuhnn b e kst in thewalume By 52 Treasanl, Cied «
shuwis Lel Tummisme Ing ke Dearee Danee X wiaane, OFFcma Filianng

Pz 1924,
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origingl purily of the act of designing the enwironmenl,
and at the same time it shows an understanding of the
preeminently sntiurgari: guality of the city, But there
ig atilk e, The ceduciog of the city bo 2 oatoiral
prencmenon is a casponse o Lhe acsthelic ol the pic-
turesque, which English empicicism had intreduced ae
eatly as the first decades of the cightrenth contury, and
whith ine [739 wan given an extremely elaborate and
culetent thenselical Foundadion kv e Encllsl paioler,
Alexander Cazens.

To what extent Laugicr s ideas on the citw could Sawe
infiyerneed Torens' ‘|'|'|-e'|_1'r1|r ofF lamd sUATE Painting. o
Rubert Castell's cimaideratiuns i The Filkiz aF the Ax-
cigtrla, 1= rual kwswen. Wkl is cerlain is Uhal the urban
invention ol the French abbé and the theories of Lhe
English painter have in common a basic method, in
which the el For a erticsl intescentom Tn nataral
reality Is selectiun.:

¥e see that for the eiphteenth-century theorists chere
wis 0o question that the ot Falls within the same for-
mal area ay painting, Sehectivity and criticism therrfore
signifisd the intraduction intu urkan plancing oF 2

2 AL Coerre A e flithza o) Aeseling ide Jnoen ticr Losainy Dhlgime!
Cumpoaitione D Coilaenwe, Locroci 1528, Mol s i wies i Ly
Pt s weocd citol af W el S el oo’ woeiez: 7 d s toles s, e
Jiwewvared, sren due 2aol? dne Maiwes a0l Lu . S mclwedized, @ o ke
Moy & bus mescralnegdd by the case Lover wich Fies Sarssl” crdained™
vome 12 Arzan, [a pietvra dall'[iy mp in luginfere da Regn-lar a
soanedabls, Rulzeni, Rorres 1A, £ 230 705 The vl value sxivihubad be Bakos
= auhye:band shjac of ehicl-predugngecal aesee = heee heomes e eet=
rilube bar e Ewlsieoal peincipos ol sus vk nalenee s aed eznaucinm
rapne doibaelng Soealso BoCaswedl, PHe Ve o ine Aacens Leodan LF2B.
dedicaned Lo Locd Buslinglon. o che sgeices of e crealices 27 Lasimll and
Cranneears (P Lbamnsers Deagos ~FCA am Dwidings Lepden 1777 ege che
urdamrenty cemy e BB cwer Ttk Mo Pallad-anier ahe Laed
scape Gardem Coma and The Frliphtemcend ” Terre, 1508, n3 0, pp 200 W7
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fragmentation that places on the same level. not only
Mature and Reason, but also natuzal fragment and ur-
han Fragment.

The Lll‘l'].'_. tnagcnuch as it is a wearck of Iai, tends Lo a
nalural conditon. [hus, like the landscape painted by
the artist, throngh critical sclection the city, too, mast
Ee given the stamp of a secial morality:

And it is signiticant that, while Lauxiec, ke the
Englizh Enlighterment theoelsta, had an acute giasp of
e artificial character of the urban langoage, neicher
Ledoux nor Boublée, in their warks much greater in-
v atark, rver :rr~.a"'_-,r EAVT GEP il ;rrr_!,ﬂ'l'lin:_':ﬂ and abutrart
idea of nature. Boullee's contsnversy with Peeeanlt's
acute anticipalions of the artificialily of the acchiles-
tural language is highly indicative in this regard.

It is poesihle, but not certain, that Laugier's céity ke
Forest hasd mo other model than the vacied sequence of
spaces that appear om the plan of Paris drvan up by
Fatte, who brought together i a whole the penjecta Sur
the mew raval equare. 1t is, however, cerlain thal Lhese
conceptions were reférced ta by Coprpe Dance, 1., in
his project for London, a projoct that Far eighteenth-
ceftbury Eurnpe was ducely very advarsed ! T <hall
teceretore Lmid sy self ta celstering the tliesicetioa! in
Luitions contained in Laugier's wards, whicl ane can
see a5 all the more pertinent when one recalls thal Le

A <omenEsgnllzameas of Pezeauly & rezcles (o Favd ea el sally i e, ot
Lo Al Lloeas @ echlacrwep g Ve i, Lars LOFAY son M Lal.as,
Archibectura Aetthnate Clhode Fegraule S U roepbar W'ren 2 1|3 a1l
w:” mgiapain architsinniza AR de! Cangraas hitarecanians's su ! SBaneees,
Tacsr 19791, pp. 373 WH. Tk dhe mmnbEnverne wiks Teezlies, sor H Rovenaa,
Quellie's Treuhee vn dircmicchure, Lisesen 1050 focmnmezsd and nonha)
4 Do s astivite ul Bance, D, we sty plavwas sz e Liblogeed e venzd in
s ]
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Cothusier was to rely oo them in delineatng the thea-
retical pringiples of Ris ville reddewse

Vo' nak, o the ideslogical plane, does reduzing e cily
o @ Agtral pliexomekon signity?

On the one hand, such ar enzerprize invelves a sub-
limation of physiocratic theoces: the oty Is ma langer
seen s a stracture that, by mesns of s ownoacamala
tory mechaidsims, detenmines and transkrms the sz
cesses of the exploitation of the seil and agricultural
pre<luctiaon, [nasmuch as the reduction is 2 "natucal”
prose=, dhistorical beeause universal, the city s Soeed
al any considerations uf a stioctucal naluce, At Firs:,
Lormal naturaliszn vwas vzad 1o make convincing Lhe
objective necessity of the processes put in mation by
the pre-Rovelutionary hourgeeizic, A kit later it woas
usad 1 consalidate and prokect these achievamen s
[rem any [ucther ranslormalion.

Chn the other hand, this natwralistm has 2 [unction of
its cwen, which iz that oF n:'-vl.'urinf; ko arkis=ic arri*.."iT'__.' an
ideeeleawgin al rele in the smvichest sense of thre term, Andd
here ik iz zignificant that, i exaczly the mcarent schon
bourgeals economy began v discover and invent il:
oW categories of aztien and judament, piving Lo
Uwalpe=" rontents rJi'rn:_'l_ﬂ'_,.' commrazarable wAth he dic-
tates of new metheds ub pooduos Hon and eschangs. e
crisis al the old systet of values veas imumediaely
hidden by recaurse Lo new sublimations, randesed. a1-
tificially objective by means of the call Lo the unversali-
tv of Matare,

A laTabovies, ClHrharssme, Cepok cdaonaag, Cars L7 (Dag, rons, Ol
g e T Tumareens, TUES Tamar—Ta ade ey W17 Praes, Tambrsdiae Bdass
L
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Thus Reason and Mature now had 1o be unllied.
Frlightenment rationalism could not assume the eniire
ved punsilility Foe the nperations that were being carmicd
aud. and itz practtioners Felt the tecesaby of svniding a
direct conlronlalicn wilk their vwn premizes.

Lt i clear that. thicughous the eighileentl and =aels
nincteenth centarics, such an ideotogical cover was en-
rowraged by the contradictions of the encéen vigime In-
clpieint wrban capicalism was already clashing with
thase econmamic struclures based on precapilalist ex-
ploitation of the soil. It is indicative thal the urban
thearists did not make this contradiction evident, bt
rither vowered it un, ot hetter, rodesvared tootesalee it
by relesating the city to the goeat sea of aature, conern-
trazing all their attention upon the supeastractural
aspects af the city.

Uthan namuralism, the insertion of the pictureeque
inty the city and into archibechore, as the increased im-
portance grven b Jandscaps inoartistic idenlinoy all
sended 40 negate the mow abvlous dichotoms: between
weban eeality and the reality ol Lhe counteyside, Thew
served ba prove that there was no disparily becwesn Lie
value actedited, to patare and the walue acredited to the
vitw s ]'.!'rl_lril.l.l. e mechamisin aF newe Forms of oo
nicnie accuoraulaticn.

The chetorical and Arcadian mateyalizm of the sev-
enteenth century was now replaced by a widelw per-
suasive naturalism.

It iz, howover, important to uederline that the delikb-
erate ahstraction of Folightenment thegries of thoae ciby
seeved only at Elrst to destiery Baregue schemes of ety
pianning an<] developrrent. Al alater dala, il served La
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diecourage, rather than condition, the formation of
ginbal madeis of developioent. B is therefore zut sur
prising that quct g siaantic and avant-waide opezabion
as the reconsteuction of Liskan af tes the sarthguaze of
1755 was catried cul, under the puidance of ke 3ar-
quis &f lemnbal, in & completely empirical spirit, dewaid
of theorctical abstrartions,*

Thus, deviatiine decided ly Feam Eelightenme nt ceili-
cismn in general, architectural thought in the eightesnth
and ninereenth centurics plaved a maostly destrctive
role. Motk |'|=|1.-'En._|_1; ab ks dis-p-:_w.!l a matare suhsbratum of
prnductivn e hnigues adegquate wo the oew conditiuns
of bourgealz Ideolagy and ecanomle Lberaliam,
architeslote was abliged to 1esiricl its sell-crilicism La
Rz Arcas,

I Tor prlemical reasnm archin ture exalted evere
thing thal could assurne an and-Eukopean aignilicance.
Piranesi’'s fragmentation iz the consequence oi the dis-
covery of that now bourgeois ecience, historical
criticismn, but it is also, parasdoxically, criicsm of
rrifcixn. The whaole Fakhion of mvpeations of Caothic,
Chiress, and Hindo achitecsqure, aod the coomantic
naturalism of the garden landscape, in which were Zm-
mersed the jests—devoid of irony—of exotic parilions
and Falser rains, are related ideally to the atmasphere of
Rluntedyuieu's Lettres porsanes, Valtaice s Tngdree and
Leibniz’ cavstic antioocidendalistn. 1o order Lo inlegrale
rationaliern and crikiciem, the Luropeans conleanbed
their mythe with all that which could, by contesting
trnem, cnnfirm their 1.-'.'|.|'idi|:1_.r. Tr the remantic En E]i'b:h

€ Lo Lo Braowa, Une e Ao mmidree: 3 Lisbon ow Fomd el O 5085
Farie 190E.
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girden the me-hopored perspective «Eow was onlli-
tied. The ageragativn of Ll temple stnacones, povil
ions, and piotioes, which sesm the mesting places af <he
mosl disparale estimonies of human histore. siznilied
something other than mere avasion in the fabulous
Eather, the pictarcsque” of Brown, Eent. and the
Wonds, or the “horrid™ of Teguee, made an appeal. By
meand of an architecture that had .1]1|:'\le.'_-.' rengnaered
the farmation of “objects™ 1 became a rechriinue ot
creanizafion af preformed materigis, they asked for an
apthenticaton from owdsicde architecfure. 1™Hth Al ke
dibi hzneee byppricel b Ehe great eritios of the Enligh-en
mient, thage architecta tollialed a svstemalle and tazal
autapey al archileciure and all ils convenliars.

1 Lven though ite propecly formal cole had been
tlaced in parertheses b the city, architestare s
aFFried wre alternative b the rihilist outlank appaent
beliind the hallucinating Fantazies nr Legueu, Belanger,
ot Plranesi. By renouncing a symbolic rale, al leazl in
the traditional sense, architecture—in order te avoid
destroving iteelf—discowered its own sciencifiz callng.
{15 one hand, i oould kecome the instrament oF soiial
rrquilibariver, ad in this cass it weas b bave Lo Sace in
[ull the queatlon ol Building types—something tha: weas
ta be dome by Durand and Dubut. On the other hand. it
conld become a ecience of senzations. This was tobhe t-r
roaed prarsiecd b Ledaux, and ina much mgre spshens
abis oy hﬂ.,- Camas de WAderigres. The glterrabivey werw
tineg either the study u? e Formn asauzoed Ly Jdic-
Lerent building Ly pes, or archilzcture pardsnte: the same
b concepts brouwght into erupting contrast b T'iza-
nie. Bus, instead of leading tooa solutign, these con
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cepta were Lo accepluale architecture’s internal t7isis
Ikrougheool Lhe nineteenth century,

Architecture mow wmdertaol: the task of rend e its
wenrh "]1|J]iri|:_'.'|] AN oA '|'lr_:-|'i+i|:':|| agont tho architect had
= an=ume the task ol cinticoal ivartann nf advanees?
aulutions, ai Uwe mosl genetally applicable level, In the
acceplance of this task, the architces's ~ole as Wdoilist
breame praminrnt.

The ceal slenlficance of Dhal wiopianism which
qwrdern hislocical study has recopnized In Enliphten-
ment architecture is thus laid bare. The touth is teat the
arcnitecmural proposals of cighteenth-contury Farope
hawve nothing unrealizihle abswt thenm, ™in it ac
vidental Erat all the vaat theazivation of the philaaopkes
al zrchileclure conlains no sacial ulopia o suppett the
urban reformism proclaimed at w purely Formal lewesl,

The intonduction o the et oo achileckaze”
writzen b Qluatremrere de Qluincy Tor the Ercycicpsiie
miethodinue is, in [acl, a maslerpiece of 1ealism. even in
the abstract terms in which it is expressed:

Ameng all the acts, thoze chiwdren of pleasure and
neers=ihye, with which man has Foarmed 2 '|'::|'r11'|{'r':|'ir.~ m
nrder b belp hito bear the pains of life and feansosit his
oy W future genetalions, il can cerlaisly aol be
danied that architectare helds a most oulstanding place.
Considering it only from the point of view of wtilive,
surpasses all the arts. [t prosvides for the salubeity of
vities, gizards the healthe o nun, presiee s b propeecey,
and weozks sl fur the 2abere, repise, amd goes? nrdn
uf clvil like.s

Enlighrerument realmm ia, i Fact, not meen digpaoved

T M Costrarera fair=ry antry Fer “archiraslure, in Foegebipear
nertadious s Tara 2778 wnl | = 105
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v the gigantic architectural drearrs of Loullee ar of the
prnsicnets oF she Anedidmic. The enaltation of scaie, the
sennzietriv patita ation, and che ostenbistims prini
iam—Lthe constand charactesstivs oF thess prooects
—assume cancrele sigrilicance when read e Lhe sight ol
what the projects really were intended 1o be: nal sa
much unrealizahle dreams, as cxpe-imental madels of =
mees stethed o aco i tural reation.

Eroan sl excesslve eymbolian of Ledozx o Lequeu
Lo the geormeloic sibence of Durand's fovoally codilZed
building types, the precess [ollowed oy Leliphienment
architectuee s consistent with she now idealegical role it
hisd assammed. Tr arder s pecome part of the strpenare
b the how ragecnis cLby, architecture had oo edibzessiom
ilzell, dissolving inlo vhe unifarmily ensuved oy pre-
copstituted Forenal systems

Bt this dissily sion weas et wishoat ron SOOI T I+
vaad Firereni whw carrisd T awgier's Esoretica | intaitione
b shel exdtreme conclusiens, His ambiganes evecalion
ol the Comipa Marzio is Lhe graphic cootument el thal
Lentative opening ol lale Baroqna culiure to revalu-
tionary idenlogies. Just as hic Parere sull-grclivertuva is

ity ThosF semsitive 1€7c'r:|T=|r testimeny.

B Sl B Firerme, Vi ®Sarnmalet™ csromach,, Ro—a1051 120k
Llem, Farcre so Parcminetiurg appendid i Clasersazion o, Bosne 5221, W
Faanle, 05 S0 Plvanced ala paebeeciz Sl Zeiteanri ! ae Konaige-
TR A S L T 0 | TR TR T A LR TR [T TN
af " Adgekoeg st L JA50=LBIS P LT - LR L edgn 30
Urpgzes <0 Badtiehe Meamanits Warard T I0rigo Wesian Furich 1356, 7 A
Gek’e= 10 S Taraneal’s Tarcerl Sechinpnand Relsied Dleaoe—ae = Tha a2

iTeter s sl Arcnieclire pieeenlnl e Mo Foicheer 2 run, Is

e 1230—10% M O Boesine, "l socicdudl el civoiain 5. B Fina "
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